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Opening Statement: 
Coach: “It seems kind of awkward that I’m already starting year four but it’s also 
exciting. To have the group that we have here with us this year in terms of coaching 
staff and players, it has the potential to make for another very, very exciting and 
interesting season. We’ve had great practices so far; we’re excited about a new start, 
a new team. It seems every year provides some different challenges and also 
opportunities. We’re exciting to max those opportunities that we’ll have this year and 
to also try to get around any challenges that we may have. So we’re ready to go.”  
 
On the abroad trip to Italy… 
Coach: “Ours was actually very similar. We were scheduled to go last summer as well, 
had a lot of offseason injuries, surgeries that we needed to get done, smaller things 
that needed to take care of before the beginning of the year. So really we would have 
had only six or seven players to take over to Italy. So we thought about it and figured 
losing Chucky [Jeffery] and getting four new freshmen and a new point guard that this 
would be a much better time to take a trip like that where you can bond as a team, 
you can figure out your deficiencies through the ten practices we were able to have 
before going over there, and really then be able to work on those through the 
preseason. It was very beneficial for us. We feel we’re much further ahead this year 
at this point than last year.” 
 
On the parity of the Pac-12 Conference… 
Coach: “I don’t know the history of the Pac-12 as much as a lot of other coaches in 
the league with Colorado being fairly new to the league, but I think last year showed 
what the Pac-12 is all about, what we can do. You look at the Pac-12 being the only 
conference that’s had someone in Final Four each of last six seasons in terms of our 
conference and in Stanford and Cal being able to get there. That’s exciting. It’s 
exciting to know that the top team in our conference is good enough to comp at 
highest level in country. As competition continues to increase increases it means you 
have to recruit better players and you look at players at some of the schools that 
have been able to keep players in the west has been outstanding. UCLA in recruiting 
the number one team in the nation this year is exciting, not because of playing 
against those kids but that the Conference is keeping the best players in the west. 
That’s how it should be. If we can do that we become a Conference that is a national 
powerhouse.” 
 
On l ife after Chucky Jeffery and moving on quickly… 
Coach: “I think it’s very critical because people have to step up and people have to 
play new roles. Not one player is going to replace Chucky Jeffery. There’s no way a 
freshman can ever replace a senior. So being able to have a lot of different players 
get better over offseason and having players step into new roles is exciting. It’s what 
they came to Colorado to do. Brittany Wilson is going to have to take some of those 



point guard responsibilities. She started at point guard a lot her freshman year, a lot 
of people don’t remember that, but she started about half of the games as our point 
guard and then backed up Chucky as a point guard the last two seasons. So she 
does have some experience in that role and she’ll continue get better and more 
confident and comfortable in that role. But her ability to get to the rim and create 
really from a point guard leadership role I think she’ll be able to handle a lot of those 
position responsibilities. A lot of our post players will have to step up and score those 
baskets that Chucky would get in previous years, and we’ll have to do a better job of 
rebounding. She was able to fly in there and get a lot of rebounds, but her rebounds 
weren’t boxing-out rebounds. Everybody else had their player boxed out and Chucky 
went in there to grab the ball, so fundamentally our rebounding is still very solid.” 
 
On having responsibil it ies as the leading returning scorer… 
AR: “Since I expect a lot from myself, last year I wanted to be leading better and all 
that but obviously Chucky was a phenomenal leader and athlete so respect. I 
wouldn’t say it’s a burden but I feel like it’s an expectation of myself and our team 
that we should all pull our own weight and I feel if that’s what I can to do then I need 
to do it.” 
 
On not having brother Andre Roberson around campus… 
AR: “I really miss Andre, actually, more and more each day. It feels kind of weird 
because I went to high school middle school and elementary school with him. I feel 
I’m growing up a little bit more and he is as well. It’s harder because he has this 
strong natural instinct for the ball, and of course since I want to be a really good 
rebounder and defender, I’m trying to understand how he does what he does, even 
when he’s matched up against a guard, he doesn’t lose confidence, he still feels he 
can shut them down. I’ve asked him pointers and he keeps saying to believe in 
yourself, so I think I’m getting better at just believing in myself.” 
 
On returners… 
Coach: “That’s what we get caught up with is we have a lot of returning players. 
Chucky’s the only starter we lost. We have four returning starters and you can’t 
discount that. We have Arielle Roberson who was Pac-12 Freshman of the Year. We 
have Jen Reese who’s been in our top two or three in scoring leaders since being a 
freshman, has a great knack for scoring the ball, and is without the goggles this year 
to get her shooting touch back. We have Rachel Hargis, one of best post defenders in 
the league at 6-5 in our center position. We have Brittany Wilson who was Pac-12 all-
defensive team. We have Jasmine Sboov who continues to get better and played 
solid minutes for us. You look at what we do have and I’m really optimistic that we’ll 
be just fine. We’re excited for opportunities that we are going to have given the 
players we do have. We’ve recruited winners on our team and one of the things our 
staff has tried to do since we’ve been there is recruiting players who have won even 
before they get to us because they know what it takes and they know how hard they 
have to work and that’s been able to carry over to our team. We have a lot of winners 
on our team that are going to get through adversity and going to work hard, that are 
going to believe in what we’re doing and how we’re going to do it.” 
 



On newcomers… 
Coach: “Haley Smith is our freshman who’s furthest ahead right now. She’s big, 
athletic, and taller than I remember her being in high school. That’s always a good 
thing when they show up bigger than what you remember. She’s solid, in great shape; 
she takes off and she goes for runs up to Flagstaff so she’s very confident and very 
smart. She picks up on things really quickly. I tell people all the time is the best thing 
about Haley is I don’t notice her. And if you don’t notice a freshman that’s pretty darn 
good because there’s so many things they haven’t heard you say, they don’t know 
about the defensive system or offensive system. She comes in, she watches, she 
learns and she picks up on things pretty quickly so that’s allowed us to throw her in 
the fire a lot. Our other freshmen are continuing to come along. They’re players I 
think have just started to reach the surface of their potential, so that’s fun to see 
them grow and get better every single day.” 
 
On acting as a role model for freshmen who want to lead… 
AR: “I sure hope so. Like Coach Lappe said, we recruit winners, and I think any 
person who has a winning mindset wants to come in and say, ‘I’m not just a 
freshman, I’m a basketball player and you recruited me here to do something.’ And 
hopefully I show them that’s possible. Like Haley Smith, she’s been doing a 
phenomenal job in practice. She pushes you and she pushes herself and I think she’s 
going to be one of those ones who’s like, “I’m not just a freshman.” 
 
On the personality of the team… 
Coach: “It’s hard to tell. I think that evolves as you get tested. We haven’t really been 
tested yet because we haven’t played a lot together yet. I feel we have a smart team. 
I feel we understand basketball. We have players that work hard, work strong, we 
have a physical post presence so I think that’s going to be be dynamic of our team. 
Right now, we’re still trying to figure that out every single day, but who really knows 
what you’re going to see. But we’re confident in the pieces we have. Now it’s about 
building your team and using those pieces to make best team you can put on the 
floor.” 
 
On the leaders on the squad… 
Caoch: “Arielle is a huge part of that. You can tell when she’s in drill and not in drill 
just by competitiveness, by the sense of urgency. We’re a team that wants to move, 
we don’t want to waste time in practice. Our sense of urgency when she’s in and 
when she’s out is night and day. So she definitely helps establish that. Rachel Hargis 
has been very, very consistent for us this year. We talked about her physical post 
presence, not backing down, rebounding the ball, being in great position, leading our 
post group which has been tremendous. And Ashley Wilson brings an up tempo every 
single day. She’s our leader, our captain, and she’s challenged with setting the tone 
every single day in practice and making sure everyone is ready to compete. Last year 
we had a really competitive team. We competed every practice, every game; it didn’t 
matter the situation, we believed we could win. We did that because were consistent 
in practice and competed in practice every single day to make ourselves better. 
That’s something that we’re not quite there yet in terms of our competitive fire, but 
we’re working every single day to bring that.” 



 
On freshman Desiree Harris… 
Coach: “It’s hard to tell because Desiree is very coachable. Whatever you work with 
her on before practice or after practice, she implements that day which a lot of kids 
have trouble doing. It takes them a while to really understand what you’re talking 
about, when teaching a particular skill or a way to get entry pass or whatnot. It’s hard 
to tell, she’s not ready right now. It’ll really be, can she get herself into great shape 
because as a point guard you have to be in great shape even as a 2-guard, hopefully 
evolving into a point guard. But yes, she could help us this year in certain ways but 
that’ll just be can she continue to develop, can she continue to learn learn, will she 
continue to push herself like Haley does. I think it’s always toughest for freshmen 
coming in that are centers and that are point guards because the game is so 
drastically different at those positions. The wings always have it a little bit easier than 
those two, so she’s been going against some of best players each day, which is 
helping her get better.” 

	  
On the parity in the conference… 
Coach: “I think there’s probably a lot more parity this year. I think Stanford got better 
with the freshmen that they have. I think Cal will still be very tough. When I went to 
rank the teams for our preseason I really had no idea who to put where and injuries 
come into play a lot with a lot of teams so being able to stay healthy is going to be 
important. I think top to bottom it could b a good league. We’ve scheduled a good 
non-conference schedule so we can see exactly where we are in the nation, and we’ll 
have some tough non-conference games that we can take a lot out of.” 
 
On the goals of practice and where the team is now… 
Coach: “Understand that defense is who we are, defense and rebounding, where we 
are now in practice. We haven’t understood where we are there yet. And bear down 
and defend. If you can’t defend those four teams you can’t beat them. On the other 
side, you have to be able to score. Stanford is big, and UCLA and USC will be quick 
and athletic, and Cal the same thing. Really we have to get our system established,  
we have to be able to learn how to take care of the ball and not turning the ball over, 
being able to score when shot clock is going down, scoring late in the game is 
important. If we develop at the rate we have developed in years past and that we’ve 
developed so far, I think we’ll be ready for that tough non-conference schedule. We 
had the same non-conference start last year so I’ll probably do the same thing as last 
year; I didn’t look at the conference standings until there were a couple of weeks left 
in the season because they didn’t really matter. We have to keep our narrow focus, 
can’t let too many things affect us. We’re going in the direction we’re going and our 
players are doing a fantastic job. We can’t worry too much who we’re playing or 
where we’re playing. I’m worried about Colorado State on November 12 and that’s 
who we’re going after. It’s going to be a really exciting year. I think the Conference is 
up for grabs, lot of great players in the league, lot of great coaches in the league and 
we’ll be rooting for all of them in in non-conference play.” 
 
On what was worked on throughout the offseason… 



AR: “Working on my ball handling and shooting as well so I can be a more consistent 
shooter. Free throws, definitely. All of that’s going to come along as I get back into 
practice. I think that’s the gist of it was a lot of ball handling, and strength. I think I 
worked on mental toughness without knowing I worked on it, going through rehab. I 
think that toughened me up a bit more than I was last year so I think that’s a good 
benefit to come out.” 
 
On the abroad trip to Italy… 
AR: “That was fun. It was amazing. That was my second time being out of the country 
as far as I remember. I wouldn’t have traded that experience for the word with a great 
group of girls. I think we bonded more than we expected to, even when we were like 
“stay away from me.” I think we established a sisterhood. We learned a lot about 
ourselves and each other. It was a great experience, and seeing the great sights.” 
 
On playing with Ital ian players while traveling… 
AR: “It was fun. Trying to understand what they were saying and them understanding 
what we were saying, but it was just fun to interact. You’re playing against them so 
you don’t interact much so when that happened it was a light-hearted moment and 
one you don’t forget.”	  
	  


