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On the NCAA rule changes… 
Coach: “No matter how you change the rules, you have to make shots. If players, new or 
returning, can be better shot makers, then old rules won’t stop you. I understand the whole 
intent, and on the plus side it’s courageous of women’s basketball trying to move forward in 
this direction. I think there’s going to be some significant glitches as they enact this. I saw it 
happen in the WNBA but more specifically in the NBA 10, 12 years ago, they tried to clean 
up the game and they had exhibition games with 97 personal fouls and it was off the charts 
because every touch was called foul. So hopefully we won’t have to go through that learning 
process. But the idea to speed up the game and to make it have more flow rather than beat 
each other up should help the offense and it should help scoring and it should help interest. 
So I’m all in favor of it. But my opening comment is if you get players to make shots that is 
more important than helping them with rules.” 
 
On overcoming injury issues and adversity… 
Coach: “Jordan Loera was one of our steadiest players in her career. Thick or thin, she was a 
very good performer. So with her scheduled to have ACL surgery in about a week now, not 
good for our team. On the plus side, we had four surgeries last year; two have returned and 
are active and two more, – Laura Stanulis and Lexi Petersen – are due back in a couple of 
weeks so for the bulk of the season they will be with us and helpful. In the win-loss 
department we’re down one and up four. But the down one did not help us for sure.” 
 
On what is needed to be a bigger factor in the Conference… 
Coach: “Make shots. We had a bunch of issues last year; one, not to belabor, but we were 
down seven players so everything became impacted. Practice became difficult, rotations 
became difficult. I think players felt the weight of every game on them individually. We didn’t 
shoot the ball very well so I can’t tell you the why’s and where force of that. But that was a 
reality. So this year we have more players, some good young players, we have Jillian who 
had a spectacular freshman year coming back as an experienced sophomore. So there are 
many reasons why we will be a better team. How much better? I think I’m optimistic but I 
think we’re going to be good.” 
 
On how to determine what offense to run based on what’s seen in practice… 
Coach: “I have been going back and forth with the shooting thing. We have some of injured 
players coming back that were scorers and shooters. We have couple of young freshmen 
that score and can shoot. We have a transfer from Hofstra who sat out all last year, kaitlyn 
loper, who if she has a reputation it is as a shooter, so it’s not like we have some better 
shooting drills, and all of a sudden we’re going to be improved. We’ll be improved by 
additional personnel in that specific area. So our wings will be better performers which will 
help payers like Jillian, who go down the middle and take the heat of the inside play.” 
 
On the importance of Cal’s resurgence in the Conference last year… 



Coach: “It’s funny; I thought the two of them are a standard, but as you know UCLA came 
along and helped out the Pac-12. I think our last trip down to the Cal-Stanford swing, I said 
that Stanford still is the team, Stanford is the team that needs to be reckoned with, and next 
thing I know Cal moved ahead. So it’s like a one-two punch down here. I think Cal just added 
to the glamor that this league produces more than one team. I think Cal’s dominance at the 
end really helped that cause. But I wouldn’t turn my back on Stanford. I think they’re going 
to be right in the thick of things again. It’s great that we have at least three nationally 
recognized programs. Sure it gives hope for the rest of us.” 
 
On what Ji l l ian worked on in the offseason… 
JA: “In the offseason I worked on my shooting. I tried to develop a solid jumper from 15 feet 
and in. And also my defense; I learned that I need to be a little more alert and attentive. I 
think it’s come along. When we scrimmage and practice, I can see myself shooting better 
and I have more confidence. If I can’t get it from the inside, I can take it from the outside. So 
shooting and defense are the things I really worked on.” 
 
On returning players to the wing… 
JA: It’s a huge plus, because last year we didn’t make shots and for those new players to 
work as hard as they have been and having those injured players back will be such a help 
because they knock down shots. I’m really excited about our wings. Despite the loss of 
Jordan, we have some really great wings to fill in for her spot.  
 
On any times when she got exhausted due to lack of depth… 
JA: It was tough. I wouldn’t say exhausted because I knew I had to push myself for my team 
but it was tough and hard mentally and physically. I believe I’ve learned a lot about myself 
after having a season like that. Just to know you have to give your all no matter what. For the 
players that couldn’t play, you have to play for them. It was more motivation that even when 
I was tired, I had to push for my teammates that couldn’t play.  
 
On Stanford coach Tara VanDerveer… 
Coach: “I have the highest respect for Tara and I’ve voiced that in the past. She is able to get 
high quality players. She routinely finds a way to max them out. There are no weaknesses in 
her delivery of who they play. In some was if I would make a quick comparison she’s dean 
smith. They have the best players, can play fast and slow, play inside and outside, there’s 
nothing you can say that is one of their weaknesses and trying to exploit that. She’s done a 
masterful job and if there’s any ultimate proof it’s in it being over and over and over and 
over. So she has stood the test of time. Excellence repeated. Can’t do much better than 
that.” 
 
On the abil ity of his team to stay in it  for the long haul… 
I will say this, and I had a brief convo with Karen about this and other teams. I think an initial 
compliment should go to women’s basketball. I’ve coached both sides. The women, and I’m 
talking collegiate and professional, have the ability to hang in much longer than the men. 
And this is not a knock on the men and not on professional. Fourteen games into the 
season, you have 70 to go, and men are done. You can feel that. They give it up. So I know 
that feeling. And this team never gave it up, and I compliment my players and we’ve talked 
about that. But I think it’s also a compliment of women competing in basketball and I’m 



assuming in other sports; they don’t give it up and if they do it’s few and far between. So I 
attribute my own team but I think it’s also the women’s game that they don’t give it in.” 
 
JA: “I think the motivation on my team is different. Despite the 4-27 season we had, we 
want to get better. We don’t just want to abandon our teammates. Like Coach said, losing 
weekend after weekend, it sucked but we kept working. You can’t just quit. That’s something 
li learned from coach, you can’t just quit. Are you going to quit or transfer or are you going to 
keep working? I believe there is a reason and purpose for my whole team to be here at 
Oregon.” 
 
On Liz Brenner, a multisport athlete who plays with the team… 
Coach: “We operate on at least two different levels – our basketball tam with Elizabeth 
Brenner and when she’s absent doing volleyball. In some ways we have two different teams. 
But that being said, when she becomes available at the end of vollleyball, it takes her about 
3 days to kind of say, “okay I get it.” It might take her a game or two to really get it, but it’s 
not like “now we have to change everything around and now we have to restructure and she 
has to blend in with the other players.  And every year it gets easier. We see her more now; 
we had a picture day a couple weeks ago and it was an off day for volleyball so there’s Liz in 
our uniform walking around hanging out with players. I think that transition has gotten 
better, so she’s kind of a vet on the team. First yearr it was a little awkward because she 
was brand new.” 
 
On Liz Brenner’s improvements… 
Coach: “My conversation with Elizabeth has been from day one that when you’re with us 
you’re totally committed to basketball. The day your season ends, I appreciate your other 
endeavors, particularly volleyball because that’s the sport she came for. So I’ve never given 
her any card and said “well on the side, Liz, can you work on this?” I would say I have not 
seen a significant change. The change in Elizabeth Brenner from one year to the next is that 
she has a little bit more understanding of the competition of what her demands are, not so 
much that she now knows our team better or she knows what I want. But the truth is unless 
she’s doing some secret things I don’t know about, she doesn’t pick up a basketball from 
March to December. And I wouldn’t trade her, no. There’s a lot to be said about her. She’s 
just that kind of kid. She loves sport. So it really doesn’t matter to her. She just likes sports, 
so she comes in, she’ll be smiling, and we’ll go. “ 
 
On what coach ahs learned about himself… 
Coach: “What I have said to most of the teams I’ve coached is that every year is a new life. 
So wherever you did before or whatever team you had, whether successful or not, come the 
magical date, it used to be October 15 but now that’s floating around, but once you start it 
it’s all brand new. You could have 10 returning players. They’re not the same players you 
had last year. Everything changes. It’s a brand new life; a brand new start. And last I 
checked we’re undefeated.” 


