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Opening Statement:  
Coach: “I am thrilled to be here, thrilled to be back in the Pac-12 and to be back home at 
USC. And to coach such talented, young women like Cassie. She’s incredible. She’s been 
working very hard and has helped to lead us and get us going this year. So I’m thrilled to 
answer any questions.” 
 
On if  there is inherent pressure as an alumni of USC… 
Coach: “Absolutely. It’s absolutely pressure-filled; no, I’m just kidding. I don’t really feel a lot 
of pressure, but there is a level of pressure there because I’ve turned a few programs 
around before. And last time I was at SC as a player, we won two national titles. So there’s 
an expectation there. But we’re really just taking it one practice at a time, one year at a time 
and one recruiting class at a time.” 
 
On expectations for this year… 
Coach: “I like to run.” 
CH: “Score, score, score.” 
Coach: “I like to make basketball exciting to play and to watch. Fun for fans, fun for players. 
So in practice, we do a lot of running with the ball. And at the same time I like to be efficient 
in the backcourt and not just throw the ball up but get something out of our shot attempts. 
You can expect players that have bought in, to really care about their sport and the 
university and the sport of basketball.  
 
On the team’s reaction to Coach Cooper’s hiring… 
CH: “We were all pretty excited. We didn’t really know what to expect. We met her for maybe 
an hour, but I think what we got was really what we needed. I think she’s really good at 
developing players. She bleeds cardinal and gold which is what we were looking for. So far 
it’s been a really great ride.” 
 
On how Cassie has seen her game develop… 
CH: “I think it’s developed a lot. Just playing the World University Games with some of the 
top players in country was awesome, because you have to step up to their level of play and 
also internationally. But in this season so far, working with Coach Cooper, she’s seen my 
weaknesses, taking those and developing them into strengths so I’ve worked on a lot of 
things that I wasn’t necessarily good at, like going off of one foot, getting one step up to get 
defender out. Being more efficient with my game and being stronger.” 
 
On bringing back the traditions of USC women’s basketball… 
Coach: “Well I don’t really want to bring back anything other than the mentality, the work 
ethic. I want this to be about current players and what they bring to the table and who they 
are as players. And so I really made it about these players and their development. This is 
their program and they’re the ones that are going to go out there on that court. I wanted to 



bring a winning culture mentality and attitude. A way that you practice, a way you step on the 
court, a way you wear cardinal and gold. But I also want players to know they have it inside 
them. They have the talent; I’m just coaching them. I trust them when they go out on the 
court, I want them to know I believe in them and they should believe in themselves.” 
 
On the NCAA rule changes… 
Coach: “I think initially you’ll have a lot of fouling out. Until we adjust to the new rules. I don’t 
know if I’m in favor or against. All I know is there’s going to be an adjustment period for both 
coaches and players. So I like a fast game, I like to get up and down, and I don’t know that 
you necessarily need to change the rules to do that, but those are the cards we’ve been 
dealt and we’ll deal with them.” 
 
On frustrations from being left out of the tournament… 
CH: “I think the frustration for lot of players is that we like to play up to our competition, but 
on the flip side we also play down to competition, and that’s been our Achilles heel ever 
since I’ve been there. But I think coming into this year with Coach Cooper and the staff, like 
she said she wants to bring a winning mentality, and I think a mentality like that is what 
we’ve been missing, going into a game, knowing we need a win and knowing what we need 
to do to get there, that’s what’s been different.” 
 
On the potential of seeing more of an edge this year… 
CH: “I think so. I think it’s already started in practice. We don’t play against each other in 
games so we can’t go soft on each other in practice because that’s not what we’ll see in 
games. So I think that type of mentality has been changed already. I think it sparks great 
competition in practice. I know I love it and the rest of my teammates have been thriving off 
it.” 
 
On the whirlwind of a summer… 
Coach: “It has been a whirlwind. I’ve actually been the most excited to get out on the court. 
Once we had summer access, we were able to get out on the court and I was able to coach 
basketball. But with the move from Texas, I didn’t see my kids for almost two months 
because they were still in school and I had stuff to do in Los Angeles, but they’ve been 
troopers. My family, they’re doing great; by the way, I have the best kids in the world. Just 
wanted to throw that out there. I’ll take full credit if you want to give it to me. So the move 
was great, and then there were some new rules that came into play. I thought there was 
going to be a break in September, but then new NCAA rules came into effect and I was out 
recruiting all month. But it just feels great to be walking around campus of USC, tailgating at 
football games, reconnecting with people. And of course the team has been fantastic, buying 
into our system, working hard offensively and defensively, singing even when I’m off-key and 
dancing when I’m off beat. It’s been great. It’s been hectic, but it’s been a great transition 
and they’ve made it very easy for me.” 
 
On returners and newcomers… 
Coach: “Cassie has been great. I talked about her leadership; it’s been invaluable. But when 
you go look at them, I think Jordan Adams is going to have a breakout year. She’s in shape, 
she’s really paying attention to her nutrition and her conditioning. Ariya Crook has been 
fantastic, I’ve been getting on her case quite often to make sure she helps lead us this year. 



Kate Oliver is probably the most fundamentally sound players I’ve ever seen. She can knock 
down a step-back three-pointer like the best of them and make it look so pretty. It’s 
incredible to see someone at 6-4 do that. So she’s coming along really well. We have two 
transfers, one that will sit out in Alexis Lloyd and then Kaneisha Horn, she adds a new 
dynamic to the Trojans and to our women’s basketball program. She’s a four-player we’ve 
put at 2, 3, 4 and 5 trying to find where she fits best. Courtney Jaco and Drew Edelman; 
they’ve been really a joy to coach and I know Courtney is our three-point shooter but we’ve 
played her at point guard position and she seems to have transitioned really well. She’s so 
smart and crafty; she made a layup, someone tried to cut in front of her but she put it 
behind her back and made it so easily no one knew what happened, and she made the 
game on that shot. She’s created an environment where I can absolutely see her playing 
significant minutes. And Drew is just a force under that basket to be reckoned with. So our 
freshmen are coming along extremely well.” 
 
On the differences seen in switching conferences… 
Coach: “I’ll tell you one difference off the bat – we were the power house and it wasn’t 
Stanford. There’s such parity in the Conference now. You see UCLA and Stanford and 
Colorado and Cal, there’s such parity and now Washington and hopefully you see USC in the 
upper echelon of our Conference here pretty soon. There’s a lot of parity, and I think for the 
first time the Pac-12 is making a huge statement nationally. When you look at what we’ve 
done in the NCAA tournament, I think you’re now starting to see west coast basketball and 
Pac-12 teams get the respect nationally that we deserve.” 
 
On the defense… 
Coach: “The defense is looking a little shaky right now… no, I’m kidding. We’ve worked on 
defense every practice, both man-to-man, zone and other things we want to do defensively. 
It’s been a central focus of ours, so we’re going to do different things that we hope will put 
us in a situation where we can get up and down the court more and not just play 30 or 20 
seconds of half-court defense. The most important part for us has to be once there’s a shot 
we have got to secure that rebound so we can get out on that fast break. Rebounding is 
going to be key. It’s a work in progress.” 
 
On upcoming alumni events… 
Coach: “We’re working on several alumni events. I’ll just tell you, my former teammates 
have been incredibly supportive, from seeing them at the news conference to every day I 
either get a text message, email or phone call just in support of what we’re doing. So it feels 
great to have that type of support. I know they’ll help to build our attendance and work 
behind the scenes to help our women’s basketball program. It’s been incredible. So we have 
a lot of things on the horizons to really connect back with our alumni base, with women’s 
basketball and in general, and to get back into the community. It’s important to me to bridge 
that gap between the community and women’s basketball program.  
CH: we see it every day just in the way she approaches. She’s one of best players to ever 
play the game. To have that on and off the court, we’re so appreciative and to be mentored 
by someone like her, it’s a once in lifetime opportunity. We see it every day, on the court, off 
the court, social, everything.” 


