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Opening Statement: 
KG: “First of all, thrilled to be part of the Pac-12 conference. Oregon is the only 
place I would have left Gonzaga for. I’ve really enjoyed this group of ball players; 
we have a long way to go but we will get there.” 
 
On their biggest challenge… 
KG:“Short term, they play in such a unique system, but the basics of defense 
haven’t been taught. Its been a challenge, but it’s rejuvenated me as a coach.”  
 
On challenges of a new system… 
JA: “Adjusting was like taking a whole new class. With coach Kelly, we get to read 
the defense, we play off of the other players, we let them set the tempo and work 
off of it. Defense is fun to play when you actually play it. It is like second nature, 
you need to know the defense and we’ll work on it til we get it right.”  
 
On Depth and balance in the league… 
KG: “Teams 1-12 have all gotten better. Just the recruiting alone has increased. 
The league is as good top to bottom as I’ve seen in the last decade.”  
 
On Megan Carpenter… 
KG: “I think she’s really gonna help us. Shes gonna have to play and be 
productive. We’ll slow things down a little and utilize her a lot more.” 
 
On Jillian Alleyne… 
KG: “She’s got such a high motor, I’ve never had a player like that. What she 
needs to work on is the low post presence. She’s certainly going to be a pro in my 
opinion. Teams will have to decide how they’re gonna play Jillian. She’s definitely 
gonna be the focal point. I’m excited to see how she can develpo her game.”  
 
What makes you a good rebounder? 
JA: “I have a knack for the ball. I’m close with my teammates; I love to watch my 
shooters shoot. I follow their hand. I’m not used to boxing out, but I’m learning.” 
 
On expectations...  
KG: “I know there’s expectations. Nobody puts more expectations on the team 
than I do. I think we have some talent; depth is a issue, but I’m not concerned 
about it.” 
 



Jill, how have you been able to stay true to the program? 
JA: “With our team, we’ve been together for 3 years now, and I think it’s just the 
bond we have as a team. We’ve seen the best and the worst sides of being on the 
team. Everyone is all in, and we want to put oregon on the map. The coach 
changes were really hard but everyone has been so commited to Orgeon. It’s not 
an individual thing for us, we’re a group. Nothing is ever stable, and for us to stay 
together says a lot. By the grace of God, I know with Coach Kelly we have great 
things ahead of us.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


