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Opening Statement 
JD: “Thank you guys. We appreciate all the media for being here and all the Pac-
12 office’s work. Our seniors have had a great off-season. We have seven new 
players in the program. We’re looking forward to a big year. This is the most 
talented team I’ve ever had in 30 years. Practices are fun and very competitive. 
Our focus was to improve defensively and rebound wise. I’d put our class up 
against anybody’s class in the country.” 
 
On challenges from recruiting overseas… 
JD: “We’re very fortunate that a lot of our players have played overseas so we’ve 
been able to network. The biggest thing is just getting over there and seeing and 
evaluating them live. The international kids, they’re so excited about the idea of 
being on the Pac-12 Network and getting a free education in the United States. 
It’s an easy sell, its just about getting there to actually see them in person.” 
 
On Nike McClure… 
JD: “She came to our camp three years ago, and had a 6’5 player in front of her, 
she went up in the air, and scored, I’ve seen only two Pac-12 players to do that. I 
knew right then we had a special athlete. For 6’3 she’s very fast. She’s going to be 
a good one.” 
 
On Tia Presley… 
TP: “I’ve just been putting in extra time. I’m trying to make my shot better so I’m 
more versatile. I’m working on just getting faster and stronger, getting my body in 
shape.”  
JD: “She has worked hard on being a leader. Some kids are natural leaders, and 
some can lead themselves, like Tia, and she is improving on being able to lead 
others as well.” 
 
On assessing the rest of the Conference… 
JD: “Looking at who’s back, a lot of great returners. I think the Conference is going 
to be better than it’s been in a very long time. Everyone is a year older and did a 
great job of recruiting. I think it will be pivotal in the success of the Conference. 
Lets stop talking about 5 or 6 [in the postseason]; let’s talk about 8 or 9.” 
 
 
 
 



On being a leader on the team… 
TP: “The culture barrier and language barrier, it’s been interesting and you find 
yourself communicating in a different way. It tests your patience. It’s helped us be 
more caring and it’s cultured us.”  
 
On not shying away from bold statements… 
JD: “I believe in everything I say. I’ve been at the best level a long time, it doesn’t 
get any better than PAC-12. I have a lot of experience at this, and was lucky to be 
an assistant coach at Stanford, so I’ve seen a lot and there’s no doubt in my mind 
that they can do it.”  
TP: “When you hear your coach have that kind of confidence you have to start to 
believe it yourself. What is she supposed to say, ‘we’re going to lose?’ no.”  
 
On goals… 
TP: “I have so many. Everyone’s goal is to make it to the NCAA Tournament. Also, 
I want to build off of last year, and it’s my goal to not fall off of the good season I 
had last year and to keep improving.” 


