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          ACADEMIC SPOTLIGHT 
 
Junior guard Haley Smith spent eight weeks last summer doing an internship with 
Orthocare Innovations, a prosthetic research and development company based in 
Seattle. Smith, a mechanical engineering major with a focus on biomedical 
engineering is interested in working with and developing prosthetics. During her 
internship she helped conduct various prototype experiments along with analyzing 
data. 
 
Junior forward Zoe Beard-Fails, an advertising major, did a couple job shadows 
over the summer. She spent time at Fader magazine in New York City where she 
helped with their social media. In addition, she spent a day shadowing KDVR Fox 
31 Denver sports reporter and former Colorado women’s basketball player Kami 
Carmann. Beard-Fails was able to get a behind-the- scenes look at a typical work 
day and a tour of the studio. 

          TOP PERFORMERS 
 
Monica Burich – a freshman, 
studying business owns an 
impressive 3.87 cumulative GPA and 
earned a perfect 4.0 mark during 
the fall semester. 
 
Makenzie Ellis – a freshman, 
majoring in integrative physiology 
finished the fall with a 3.76 GPA. 
 
Haley Smith – a junior, mechanical 
engineer completed the fall with a 
3.54 GPA. She has a Chancellor’s 
Achievement Scholarship and 
earned honorable mention to the 
2015 Pac-12 Women’s Basketball 
All-Academic Team. 
 

Pac-12 students are known for their athletic success, but they are also impressive, complete people with outside interests, 
diverse backgrounds, extracurricular activities, interesting families, busy schedules, and full lives. The release for this week’s 
competition is focused on who Colorado students are in the classroom and community. 
 

         COMMUNITY CORNER 
 
 
The Colorado women’s basketball team actively participates in CU’s “Read with the 
Buffs” program, a reading incentive program for local elementary school students 
in 2nd through 4th grade. The players visit various elementary schools in and 
around Boulder throughout the semester to read to the students and take part in 
some question and answer sessions. 
 
Over the holidays, the team took a trip to Children’s Hospital Colorado to visit with 
patients and their families. They also handed out some CU items and signed posters 
as part of their visit. Freshman forward Makenzie Ellis described the trip as a very 
rewarding experience. 

          FAMILY TIES 
 
Redshirt sophomore Ariana Freeman had close ties to Colorado before 
transferring from Louisville. She was born in Boulder and her dad, Desmond 
played football for the Buffs from 1994-97 as a tight end. Senior Jamee Swan 
was coached by her mom, Diane in high school at Marana in Arizona. 

         HOBBY HUDDLE 
 
Junior guard Lauren Huggins loves 
music. She creates all of the team’s 
playlists and her teammates 
consider her the dj. 
 
Freshman guard Alexis Robinson 
has quite the shoe collection. She 
owns approximately 70 pairs 
(athletic, heels and sandals). 
 
Junior forward Zoe Beard-Fails 
enjoys coloring in adult coloring 
books when she has free time. 
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         NUTRITIONAL CORNER 
 
Lauren Huggins and Haley 
Smith drink coffee before each 
game. When the team is on the 
road, it is a pregame ritual for 
them to walk to the nearest coffee 
shop. 
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