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Pac-12 students are known for their athletic success, but 
they are also impressive, complete people with outside 
interests, diverse backgrounds, extracurricular activities, 
interesting families, busy schedules, and full lives. The re-
lease for this week’s competition is focused on who Oregon 
students are in the classroom and community.

          FAMILY TIES

Jordan Loera is a legacy at the University of Oregon. Her mother, Lori (Carver) 
Loera played for the Ducks during the 1983-84 season...Jacinta Vandenberg is also 
from a basketball family...Vandenberg’s 7-foot-1 brother, Jordan, played for NC 
State...Jillian Alleyne’s mother, Pamela, ran track for Trinidad and Tobago.

         HOBBY HUDDLE

Growing up on a lake in 
Minnesota, senior Katie Gruys’ 
family owns a small amphibian 
plane, which can take off on both 
land and water. 

Katie has over 40 hours of flying 
experience, both back home and in 
Oregon, meaning she can fly solo. 

Pictured above, Katie and her 
father Bob with their plane.

         COMMUNITY SERVICE

- Jillian Alleyne has been a part of the last couple of years is the American Sign 
Language Field Trip day. Started by track and field thrower Brittany Mann, the 
event brought student-athletes in ASL classes together with deaf and hard of 
hearing children from Oregon and Washington. Alleyne, fluent in sign language, 
is a big presence at the event each year. 
- Katie Gruys is the Love Your Melon rep for the University of Oregon. The 
organization donates one hat for each hat sold to children undergoing 
chemotherapy treatment. 
- Mar’Shay Moore visited the Boys & Girls Club this year with senator Ron Wyden.
- Lexi Bando, Lexi Petersen and Jacinta Vandenberg participated in the Tualtin 
Police Department’s summer camp for at-risk youth. 

          TOP PERFORMERS

Name GPA Major
Jillian Alleyne 3.11 CDS
Lexi Bando 3.06 -
Maite Cazorla 3.30 -
Kat Cooper 3.33 NPM
Katie Gruys 3.07 BADM
Jordan Loera 3.26 ARDG
Lexi Petersen 3.45 J
J. Vandenberg 3.26 CRES
L. Yearwood 4.00 -

          ACADEMIC SPOTLIGHT

The Oregon women’s basketball team features three players currently finished 
with their undergraduate degrees. Kat Cooper, a fifth-year transfer from Boston 
College, earned her undergraduate degree before joining the Ducks this season. 
She is currently enrolled in the non-profit management program in the school 
of architecture and applied arts. Lexi Petersen graduated from the UO with a 
degree in journalism last year and is currently in the journalism school’s master’s 
program. Jacinta Vandenberg, a junior transfer from Fresno State, graduated 
from the UO while redshirting last year and is now studying in the law school’s 
conflict and dispute resolution program. Jordan Loera has a large course load, as 
the senior is majoring in art while also minoring in Spanish, arts management 
and media studies. 

         NUTRITIONAL CORNER

Oregon women’s basketball players often drink diluted cherry juice after games 
and workouts. Antioxidant compounds found in tart cherries called anthocyanins 
are believed to reduce inflammation. 


