
 

 

	  
 
 

2017 PAC-12 TRACK & FIELD CHAMPIONSHIPS - DAY 1 QUOTES 
 
MEN'S HAMMER THROW - BROCK EAGAR, WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 
Q: How does it feel to take home a title? 
A: It meant a lot to me. I've been working my whole life for this. I kind of knew I had it in the bank coming 
into the meet. I wanted to come in with a lot of confidence, but to go out there and win it still meant a lot. 
Q: What was the importance of taking a redshirt year? 
A: The redshirt year was huge. When I came in as a freshman, I wasn't as strong as I needed to be. I was 
working on some technical things in the off year. I got a lot stronger and I really figured out what I was 
doing and progressed from there a lot. 
Q: What was it like to throw in the rain? 
A: I have been throwing in the rain for my whole life. I was kind of hoping for the rain to throw off the 
competition. It helped a lot for me, and I'm happy for that. 
 
 
MEN'S JAVELIN THROW – CARSON FULLER, WASHINGTON 
Q: How does it feel to win? 
A: I'm just very grateful for this. At the beginning of the season I didn't think I was even going to be able to 
compete. I came back for a fifth year, had an injury, and I'm just happy to be out here.Especially, setting a 
PR on a day like this, there's no greater feeling. 
Q: What technique did you use?  
A: I just focused on attacking and resting into the throw. I stopped worrying about trying finesse anything 
and just buckle down. 
Q: You're no stranger to competing in these conditions, how was it? 
A: I try to use the rain to my advantage today. It's been a horrible season for us, Oregon and Seattle. I'm 
used to throwing outside, so that didn't really affect anything.  
 
 
MEN'S SHOT PUT - PETER SIMON, CALIFORNIA 
Q: How does it feel to have a Pac-12 title? 
A: I'm very excited. I've worked toward it for a long time and it's good to be able to finally show that I can 
do it. I've been to a lot of tracks all over the world and [Hayward Field] is by far my favorite. 
Q: Why is Hayward your favorite? 
A: The whole 'Track Town' atmosphere. Everyone just wants to be the best, especially in the Pac-12. It 
gives me a boost I need to break these mental barriers. 
Q: What was it like to win on the sixth throw? 
A: I was second until the last throw, and I knew it was my last chance. You only have six shots to show 
what you can do. We prepare for the whole year and do everything for that one shot, and thankfully, I was 
able to do it. 
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MEN'S POLE VAULT - MATTHEW ECKLES, ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Q: How does it feel the be the champion? 
A: Amazing, indescribable - it's ridiculous. I just don't have many words for it, I didn't see that coming at 
all. I just went out there and jumped some bars.  
Q: Did you have to change anything because of the rain? 
A: I'm from Arizona, so seeing rain alone is mind boggling. I just knew I was going to come out today and 
be the best I could in the conditions that showed up. 
Q: How did your strategy play a part in your day? 
A: My coach and I have always come in low, because usually for me, my form holds me back, not my 
conditioning. I haven't gotten to the skill level yet where I just need to have the energy to put up a good 
jump. I need to have the practice. 
 
 
MEN'S LONG JUMP - DAMARCUS SIMPSON, UNIVERSITY OF OREGON 
Q: Did you take this event easy? 
A: I have a lot of events coming in here, and I was actually injured coming in - I have a meniscus tear. We 
wanted to give minimal attempts; one and done. I scratched my first one, so it was a two and done for me, 
but it was still great. 
Q: How does it feel now? 
A: It feels amazing. I came and got the win in the long jump. Winning the 100 was a surprise. 
Q: Were you worried about the competition? 
A: Honestly, you're always worried about someone getting better, but I felt confident about my mark. If I 
needed to come back, I could have done it. 
Q: How was running the 100 meters along with participating in long jump? 
A: I felt like I had a pretty good chance to qualify and I wanted the points for my team. I gave every bit of 
effort I could and I got in there and qualified. 
 
 
MEN'S STEEPLECHASE - BAILEY ROTH, UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 
Q: How did you feel during the race? 
A: I felt really relaxed the whole way. My coach kept going in my head, "be patient, be patient." I felt like 
taking the race at two to go but my coach is so wise and he knows where to go. At the bell lap he was still 
leading which was making me nervous, but I felt like I had it in the bag with my confidence and my kick. 
Q:What was you strategy today? 
A: Just going in and compete. There are so many ways to over think it and over analyze it and to be honest 
when I put all else aside and just compete that's when I tend to do my best. 
 
 
WOMEN'S 3000M STEEPLECHASE - MADISON BOREMAN, UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 
Q: What was your strategy going on? 
A: Sage [Hurta] and I have been working out together, so we just stick together. We both know we can 
finish strong and be in a good position with 1k to go. 
Q: What were your goals for this race? 
A: We [Hurta] had been wanting to place one and two, but that was in the back of our minds. We just 
wanted to run well. We've been training to go sub-10 so that was the goal, but in this kind of race, you run 
to place well.  
Q: Did you get any good advice before your race? 
A: Right before the race, our coach, Heather Burroughs, had told us if something doesn't go well to roll 
with it and try to fix it later on in the race. 
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MEN'S 10,000 METERS - EDWARD CHESEREK, UNIVERSITY OF OREGON 
Q: What are you going to do with this trophy? 
A: I keep adding them, but I don't know what to do with them. There are a lot in my house, I don't know 
where to put them. 
Q: Did you get nervous today? 
A: Not usually, but it's not something that I can control. Sometimes I get nervous, sometimes I don't. 
Today I was all right, I was just a bit nervous about my arm-swinging. I felt okay out there. 
Q: Did you try to conserve energy for tomorrow's race? 
A: I always just worry about the first race, and then talk to my coach and think about the next one. We 
always go one thing at a time. 
Q: How did you think the team did overall today? 
A: I leave that up to coaches and staff to sum that up, but for me, I just go out there and do my thing and 
get points for my team. 
 
 
MEN'S HIGH JUMP - ISAIAH HOLMES, UCLA  
Q: How does it feel to be a freshman and get the victory? 
A: I've just been extremely blessed. God has been looking out for me. 
Q: How was jumping in the rain? 
A: Surprisingly, I was really scared coming into it, but I had my teammates there to get me through it. I 
actually enjoy jumping in the rain 
 
 
WOMEN'S JAVELIN - MACKENZIE LITTLE, STANFORD 
Q: What were you expecting going into the event? 
A: I was just really hoping I could be settled and just get a decent throw in. The weather wasn't ideal, but I 
feel like it didn't affect me too much. 
Q: What keeps you going through events? 
A: Training with my teammates. I just want to do really well for them and for my coach. I'm loving every 
minute of it, and I want to do the best I can for as many times as I can. 
 
  
WOMEN'S SHOT PUT - MAGGIE EWEN, ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY  
Q: What's it like coming from a family full of throwers? 
A: It's awesome. I can't wish for anything more. It's nice that they understand everything that I go 
through, because they've been through it. 
 Q: What's next for you and what are you goals? 
A: Hammer tomorrow morning, then discus after that. Just chugging away at all the meets after that. [My 
goal is to] just try to keep throwing further. I know that's really generic, but that's all I can ask for - just 
keep improving and keep seeking success. 
 
 
WOMEN'S LONG JUMP - RHESA FOSTER, UNIVERSITY OF OREGON 
Q: How did you feel today? 
A: I came out feeling really good. I knew anything was possible at this point. I got really warm and came 
back from my hurdle race, got refocused, and went out there and did what I know I could do. 
Q: What was it like to have your best jump be your second? 
A: I like jumping ahead in the beginning. It's less nerve-wracking knowing that there are people out there 
chasing you rather than trying to squeeze in a really good jump later, because you tend to get more tired. I 
was really excited to get a good jump in early. 
Q: What is it like to contribute to your team? 
A: It feels amazing. I had a really rough outdoor season up until now with the hurdles and the long jump. I 
was kind of stuck. I just kept working really hard and I tried to stay as healthy as possible. I think I did a 
really good job competing today. 
 
*Erin Clark of Colorado - winner of the women's 10,000 ran off and didn't come through media 


